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 Building the Backbone of Clifton 

My grandfather (Robert Sigman Black) was born in 
Jewett, Texas (1884) and received a civil engineering 
degree from Texas A&M College in 1907.  He came to 
Clifton about 1911, married Soledad De La Vega in 
Clifton in 1912, and lived in Clifton until his death in 
1942.  They moved from Chase Creek to Hill Street 
around 1920.  He began his construction business at an 
early age and was only 35 when the sewer plant was 
built.  His partner for that and some other projects was 
O.J. Cotey, former Clifton mayor.   My father told me 
about some of the construction projects – very tough 
work in those days, especially in the rock.  Holes were drilled into the rock for blasting- long drill bits 
hit with a sledge hammer. In later years, compressors were used. Much work was done by hand or with 
mules but in the 1930’s he also had Caterpillar bulldozers and a Linkbelt track mounted excavator. 
Highway projects like the Coronado Trail required a large camp for the men that was moved as the 
work progressed. A cook house and blacksmith shop were required equipment. Sometimes families 
traveled with the work camp and there was even a school for the kids. Many workers were Indian and 
some were Chinese. 
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CHRONICLES
THE MISSION OF THE GREENLEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY SHALL BE: TO COLLECT, PRESERVE, 

INTERPRET AND DISSEMINATE RELEVANT AND HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT MATERIALS PERTAINING TO 
GREENLEE COUNTY AND ARIZONA AND TO DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN ETHICAL, EFFECTIVE AND 

EFFICIENT PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IN CARRYING OUT THESE ENDEAVORS FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Building the form for concrete retaining wall. Clifton to 
Springerville Highway, 1922.
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My father (R.S. Black, Jr) was born in 1914 and lived 
in Clifton until 1933 when he went to Texas A & M 
College. In 1937, he received a civil engineering 
degree like his father. My father worked in Mexico, 
Nogales, and Douglas, AZ for several years and came 
to Corpus Christi in 1954.  He occasionally visited 
Clifton and always felt strongly attached to his 
hometown.  I wonder if today’s boys know where the 
“lemon squeezer” is- a smooth, sloping rock in or 
near Clifton that the boys would slide down. It gets 
narrower at the bottom and squeezes your hips. He 
developed a residential street here in Corpus Christi 
and of course named it “Clifton”. He subscribed to 
The Copper Era for at least the last 30 years of his life.

 Article/Information provided by:  Robert S. Black III
*Robert Sigman Black was also a member of the Greenlee County Board of Supervisors and can also be 
acknowledged for his firm building the Clifton and Metcalf High Schools as well as two Clifton 
grammar school buildings.

Gift Shop News &  Notes 

The Gift Shop is ready for your holiday shopping! Many people don't realize how important gift shop 
sales are to the museum. We pay the cleaning services and supplies to keep the museum looking good 

and each year we give two scholarships to a Morenci and a Duncan high school 
student. We donate gifts for the Chamber of Commerce to raffle at their monthly 

events. If the museum is closed and you'd like to shop, please call Linda Fout 
at 928-965-2463. We can usually open for you on the same day! So, please 
support us and pick up very unique and interesting gifts for your loved 
ones.
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Precast concrete sewer pipe for construction of the Clifton 
Sewer Plant & Collection System.

Mules pulling Fresnos scrapers to move dirt. Construction truck circa 1928.
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Flora Quick aka “Tom King” aka “China Dot” 

Flora Quick was born in the 1870s in Missouri.  By all accounts, Flora was a bit of a wild child, and 
after her mother passed she was sent to finishing school on several occasions.  These attempts to refine 
Flora were unsuccessful, and she returned to the family farm after only a few months, happy to spend 
her time outdoors and riding her horse.  After her father passed, Flora inherited a sizable amount from 
his estate.  It was at this time she married John Mundis, much to her older sibling’s dismay.  After a 
year, Flora’s money was gone and so was her husband.  Without an income or a husband to support 
her, Flora took to “selling her wares” and dressing as a man while stealing horses using the alias of 
Tom King.  She was arrested multiple times in Oklahoma for horse thievery.  Jails of the time were no 
match for Flora, as she escaped several times, and a grand jury failed to indict her.  By the early 1900s, 
Flora ended up in Clifton Arizona, going by the names China Dot and Mrs. F. Neal.  She was a 
companion of the Chinese businessman Jim Mammon, who lavished her with jewels and money.  She 
soon tired of Mammon’s company and took up with William Garland, living in the back of Salvatore 
Sirianni’s Commercial Saloon on the east side of Clifton.  On January 28th 1903, after a supposed 
argument, William shot Flora four times, killing her, before turning the gun on himself.  It is still a 
mystery as to where Flora is buried. 

Article contributed by Laura Patko, Great-great-great Neice to Flora Quick
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A Letter From Your President 
It has been a very busy summer and fall for your Historical Society and your President.  

The Archiving Project facilitated by Lead Archivist, Victoria Harriman, should be finished by the end 
of December at the latest.  Thank you to Board member Betty Antonson for proposing our computer-
based archiving system, made possible by a grant from the Valley of the Sun United Way.

Many thanks to the volunteers from the Morenci Chapter of SME (Society for Mining, Metallurgy and 
Exploration) for their help in organizing the adjacent Ranch House in preparation of our newest 
display of ranch and farming items. (Pictures on page 6)  Western Art by local artists is now on display 
at the Ranch House. Be sure to stop by!

As always, thank you for your donations to our museum. These treasures are enjoyed by Museum 
visitors including local school children, special groups, class reunion groups, FMI interns and 
fascinating folk from here and abroad. I encourage our local members to become docents (volunteers) 
at our museum one day (two hours) a month to meet and greet our guests.  If you are interested please 
call the Museum at 928-865-3115.

Last but not least special thanks to our voluneers giving above and beyond:

Vicky & Bernabe Morales, Linda & Joe Fout, Daphenne Wilkes and the Cowbelles, Victoria 
Harriman, and our docents.
Thank you members for all of you support.

Your President, Tammie McWhinney

 Home Schoolers Class: 
 Local History Lesson  
 at the Train Depot 
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From top left: Devin, Maclan

Isabelle, Lillie

Peyton, Ryan, Tammie McWhinney

Mrs. Leslie Ray, Bobby, Mercer
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Santa Teresa de Cabora  – Saint or Nurse 
The first person Teresa was said to have cured during her trance, was an 
old servant woman named Maria, who had taught her to read.  But, the 
act of rubbing the paralysis out of the poor peon’s hands and winning 
the reputation of a healer not only made her countless friends, but also 
many enemies.

Teresa’s healing of Charlie Roseeran’s little daughter of an illness a 
Clifton doctor had pronounced incurable led to her tour of the United 
States.  In his gratitude, Roseeran, who was manager of the First 
National Bank of Clifton, took Teresa on a trip to Los Angeles where he 
and Charley Shannon introduced her to their wealthy friends.

It was at this same time that a medical company was being organized in 
Los Angeles whose purpose was to tour the United States and Europe.  
Teresa was induced to join their group, being guaranteed $10,000 for her 
participation!

Submitted by Pancho Gonzales

 Chamber of Commerce Mixer 
The Greenlee County Historical Society recently hosted the 
quarterly local Chamber of Commerce Mixer.  The event offers the 
local business community the opportunity to share issues and 
updates about their respective establishments. 

The hosting entity provides a short program to showcase their 
business or organization.  The focus of this occasion gave the 
museum the opportunity 
to provide an update on 
the Archiving Project, 
made possible by a grant 
from Valley of the Sun 
Uniteed Way.  President 

Tammie McWhinney and Lead Archivist, Victoria Harriman 
provided the audience with details on the magnitude of the 
project.  The project goal has been to identify, organize and 
digitize the artifacts which are in the custody of the museum.  
The preservation and protection of these artifacts are valuable 
to ensuring the history of our community.
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SME Volunteers at the GCHS Ranch House 
Morenci Chapter of the Society for Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration (SME), a local nonprofit focused 
on community outreach, professional development, and raising funds for their scholarship program.
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For additional photos of Old Morenci and 
Metcalf visit Arizona Memory Project 

Collection Directory
azmemory.azlibrary.gov/digital/custom/gchs

Museum & Gift Shop Hours 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
12:00pm - 4:00pm

And by appointment:  
Telephone: (928) 865-3115  
Email:  greenleecountyhs74@gmail.com
Facebook:  Greenlee County Historical Society
Or any Board of Directors Member
299 Chase Creek  ·  Clifton, AZ  85533

2018 Board of Directors 
Tammie McWhinney, President
Laura Washington, Vice-President
Sandra Montoya, Secretary
Espie Castaneda, Treasurer

Linda Fout - Gift Shop Manager

IN ORDER TO BE READY FOR THE FUTURE, WE NEED TO REMEMBER THE PAST

From left to right are Andrew Miller, 
Daphenne Wilkes, Devon Smith, 
Robert Wilkes, Tammie McWhinney, 
Nick Scacchetti (in red), Will Hoover 
(in back), Ashlie Clark, and Jarret 
Yargus.

Not pictured: David Castro, Garrett 
Brinkerhoff, and Rebekah Brinkerhoff 
who also helped that day. 

Bette Antonson  
Doug Barlow   
Debbie Brinkley    
Joe Fout  
Ray Frasquillo  
Lydia Gonzales  

Josephine Lunt  
Vicky Morales  
Bernabe Morales  
Laura Washington  
Daphene Wilkes  


